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January 28, 1997 
STUDENTS 
LAMENT 
SYVEREUD'S 
DEPARTURE 
BY LARRY SAGER 
RG CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 
As part of the Law School's celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s birthday, 
children were treated to storytelling in the Lawyer's Club Lounge. PhotobyJonBrrmnan. 
Professor Kent Syvereud praised 
and complimented his class of first-year 
law students at the conclusion of last 
semester's Civil Procedure class. The 
class reciprocated with a standing ova­
tion as he walked down the aisle and 
out the double-doors of Room 100. 
LAW SCHOOL PANEL ON AFFIRMATIVE 
ACTION FOR MLK DAY CELEBRATION 
BY JEANNINE BELL, 
SPECIAL TO THE RG 
On Monday, January 20th the Law 
School played host to one of the 100 
campuswide events commemorating 
the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. The law school event, a symposium What was merely thought to be the last 
panel entitled, "Affirmative Action in day of the semester of Civil Procedure 
the Academy: Safeguarding the Gains turned out to be the last day of teaching 
Made," was part of the University's for Professor Syvereud-widely consid­
lOth annual celebration of Dr. King's ered by many as one of the LawSchool's 
birthday. This year's theme was called finest professors-at the University of 
"Campaign for a Unified Community." Michigan of Law School. Professor 
The law school panel was moder- Syvereud will no longer be teaching 
ated by Michigan Student Assembly Civil Procedure, Negotiation, or any 
President Fiona Rose and Faculty Sen- Please see Syvereud, p. 2 ate President Tom Dunn. The panel ============== 
featured Dennis Hayashi, Director of 
the Office of Civil Rights at the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Ser­
vices, Law Professor Theodore M. 
Shaw, currently on leave to the NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund, and B. Joseph 
White, Dean of the Business School. 
Please see Celebration, p. 2 
Exam Ticket 
Frustration 
BY KRis LENART 
RG CON'I'R1BUTING EDITOR 
Confused about the exam ticket 
system? Not surprising, considering the 
changes which the system has gone 
through over the past two s.emesters. 
Kaye Castro, Director of Academic Ser­
vices and Registrar, sat down with the 
RG to discuss how and why the changes 
� were implemented. 
E In the system used until Summer 
� 1996, students would receive a paper 
c � ticket when they arrived at the exam test 
-; site. Students would sign one part of 
� the ticket and return it to the proctor, 
Winter's here. Ann Arbor gets its first taste of winter as the new semester begin s. Please see � Tickets, . 4 
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Syvereud 
continued from p. 1 
other subject at Michigan. 
Starting later this year, he has ac­
cepted a posi-
at his home. 
Utilizing a forthright and realistic 
tion as the THE NEWS OF SyvEREud's 
Dean of 
perspective of 
the legal sys­
tem, he was 
often self-con­
scious that stu­
dents might in­
terpret his de­
scriptions of 
real world le-
Vanderbilt Law 
School. 
P e r h a p s  
this explains 
RES I GN A T I O N  H A S  LEFT 
MANY pEO plE STUNNEd, 
SA ddENEd, ANd d iSAp-
the injection of pOl NT Ed. 
sentiment in .............................. ... 
what would otherwise be a simple, "I'll 
see you next semester." The professor 
knew what the students didn't-that this 
might be the last time he would be con­
ducting class within the confines of the 
University of Michigan Law School. 
The news of Syvereud's resignation has 
left many people stunned, saddened, 
and disappointed. An upset and sur­
prised office staff didn't even know he 
was planning to leave. 
Word has meanwhile spread 
among students returning from break. 
"I planned to take every class he'd 
teach," commented one student. "Ne­
gotiation, Advanced Civil Procedure, 
anything and everything." "He's not 
leaving," exclaimed another student. 
"You're full of shit!" 
Students found Syvereud's classes 
substantive, on point, thorough, and in­
teresting. His teaching style positively 
reflected the Law School's goals and 
c u r r i c u l u m -
"'IT NEVER 
galistic maneuvering as cynicism. "You 
don't solve substantive problems 
through procedural means," he was 
fond of saying. But the history of ju­
risprudence has traditionally used pro­
cedural reasoning to rationalize, en­
force, and sometimes obscure the so­
cioeconomic role of the law. 
Professor Syvereud discussed at 
length a court system in which "only 
the rare and peculiar case comes to 
trial," characterizing the escalation of 
trial costs as a procedural system "de­
vouring itself." A system for adjudi­
cating disputes "too expensive to use." 
Sitting through the semester in his Civil 
Procedure class, a future litigator might 
get the sinking feeling that the jury trial 
would soon go the route of the 
sabertooth tiger, eight-track tape player, 
and the Washington Senators. 
Professor Syvereud has taught law 
at Michigan for ten years. Apparently 
CEASEd TO 
it was time 
for a change. 
Reasons for 
s y n o n y m o u s  
with and em­
blematic of 
Michigan's ap­
proach to stu­
dents' education 
and success. De­
pending upon the 
fateful toss of his 
variously-sized 
paper clips, he 
challenged stu-
SURpRISE ME WHAT INdi­
V I dU A l  S T U dE N T S  A T  
MICHIGAN COUld ACCOM­
p l iS H  IF O N l y  GIV EN 
ENOUGH ROOM ANd RE ­
SpONSibiLITY TO TRy." 
Leaving 
"I am ex­
tremely fond 
of the Uni­
versity of 
M i c h i g a n  
and my 
friends here 
-students, 
dents to think analytically about deci­
sive cases on Civil Procedure. He 
seemed to enjoy discussing issues with 
the throng of students that gathered 
around him at the end of each class. 
There was a yearly open invitation for 
students to have Thanksgiving dinner 
alumni, fac­
ulty, administration, and staff," said 
Syvereud via e-mail. "[Vanderbilt's] 
offer was attractive to me because it is 
a small private school," continues 
Syvereud, "with small classes and a tra­
dition of good teaching and scholarship 
Please see Syvereud, p. 8 
Celebration 
continued from p. 1 
Though the panel was putatively com­
posed of supporters of affirmative ac­
tion, the panelists presented a wide 
spectrum of views on the controversial, 
hot-button issue. 
Shaw discussed the history and 
implications of the Fifth Circuit's recent 
decision in Hopwood v. Texas, in which 
the court rejected race-based diversity 
as a compelling government objective 
justifying the use of racial preferences 
in admissions-basically overruling the 
1978 landmark affirmative action Bakke 
case for the Fifth Circuit's purposes. A 
supporter of the use of properly admin­
istered affirmative action to remove the 
THE pAN ELISTS 
pRESENTEd A W idE 
SpECTRUM OF VIEWS ON 
TH E CONTROV ERSIA L, 
HOT-bUTTON ISSUE. 
advantages created by white skin privi­
lege from the admission process, Shaw 
expressed the hope that a different Su­
preme Court looking at a more favor­
able case would yield a better result on 
the issue of affirmative action. 
Hayashi, highlighting the Clinton 
Administration's support of affmnati ve 
action, described several cases litigated 
during his tenure which attacked racial 
preferences in the administration of 
health care services. 
White proclaimed traditional affu­
mative action long dead-a view much 
contested by the other panelists-and 
described the B-school's efforts to in­
crease diversity with a combination of 
wide-ranging admission strategies in­
cluding the use of interviews of appli­
cants. 
More than 300 people packed into 
the Honigman Auditorium to listen to 
the panel discussion. 
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= BLANKS' CULTURE CORNER = 
BY JASON BLANKENSH1P, RG LINEMAN OF FINE CULTURE 
This Week's Fodder: 
Bowlin' Maggie 
Honeysuckle Strange 
Well, a new year means a new music review from Blanks . I know 
you all were waiting with baited breath, so I won't keep you in sus­
pense any longer. Now, normally, I choose the CD's that I review 
because the person featured is coming to town or for some other rea­
son known only to me, hut for this issue I decided to listen to someone 
else's suggestion. Big Mistake. 
Our beloved RG Czar, Jason Sanders, suggested that I give a lis­
ten to Howlin' Maggie, a Columbus, OH band. Now Jason is a great 
law student, a good Czar, and a snappy dresser, but what he was think­
ing when he bought this horrid piece of dreck I will never know. 
He said that it was similar to the Afghan Whigs, and l' ve always 
admired Greg Dulli & Co.'s work�relatively tight musicianship, good 
songwriting, energetic stage presence ... But, my friend, I know Gre.g 
Dulli, Greg Dulli is a friend of mine, and this sure as heck isn't Greg 
Dulli. Woof I couldn't even get through the whole CD. I'd rather be 
across from J .J. White in a high-stakes negotiation than have to sub­
ject myself to this crap again. The songwriting is pedantic, the musings 
of a Gen. X barfly. The music is amazingly devoid of life and/or en­
ergy, like a cut-rate Bush. (And we all know how bad the full-price 
Bush is). I can barely think of one thing that didn't suck about this 
CD. Oh wait, I can think of one-the cover art was pretty cool. I dig 
fruit. Other than that, there were no redeeming qualities . If you are 
actually thinking about purchasing this CD, give the money to me, 
and I will beat you mercilessly for the 45 minute length of this hor­
rible thing. Sanders, what were you thinking? 
COUNTERPOINT 
BY JASON SANDERS, RG CZAR AND SNAPPY DRESSER 
While normally I would not comment upon the thoughtful in­
sights and witty criticisms of the RG' s beloved music reviewer, Jason 
Blankenship, I take the above review to not only be disparaging of 
the music I enjoy, but of me personally. Jason Blankenship borrowed 
this albumn from me, oh, about three months ago. He has yet to 
return it. If it truly is so unenjoyable, why has he not expressed any 
willingness to cough it up? Futhermore, this is one of the best new 
albums and best new bands around, even if it doesn't match up to 
Blank's favorite, Yannis Greatest Hits. I guess, much like the law, 
. this album is simply something that my good friend Blanks just doesn't 
understand. 
Women'• Profeeeional 
Development W orluLop: 
An Open Invitation 
BY JOLLY NORTHROP 
RG CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 
On Saturday, February 22, the first 
Women's professional Development 
Workshop will be held at the Law 
School. 
While women law students are 
clearly the targeted audience, all law 
students are welcome. If you're 
amongst the double XXed variety of 
our readership you are probably well­
informed about the upcoming work­
shop (if you read what you receive in 
THE PANEL diSCUSSIONS 
pROMISE A LITTLE biT OF 
SOMETHING FOR EVERY­
ONE, FROM "RAINMAkiNG" 
TO "NETWORkiNG." 
your pendaflex. )  
For those o f  you who happen to 
have the XY chromosome combination 
and still have an interest in learning 
more about the issues facing your fe­
male counterparts or even if you're just 
looking for some professional direction 
for yourself, Hutchins Hall will be the 
place to be on the 22nd. 
Naomi Woloshin, of the Child Ad­
vocacy Law Clinic, has organized an 
impressive array of distinguished alum­
nae from a variety of legal careers to 
discuss the related concepts of devel­
oping a professional identity and career 
planning for womoo lawyers. 
The list of speakers includes Myra 
Selby, the first woman and first Afri­
can-American Justice of the Indiana 
Supreme Court; Martha Bergmark, the 
Vice President of the National Legal 
Services Corporation; and Nancy King, 
a professor at Vanderbilt Law School. 
The Panel discussions promise a 
little bit of something for everyone, 
from "rainmaking" to "networking." 
So come one, come all and learn the 
"Games Our Mothers Never Taught 
Us." + 
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MICHIGAN STUDENTS HELP REFORM 
CAMBODIAN LEGAL SYSTEM 
BY JOSHUA TURNER 
RG CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 
Last summer, three University of 
Michigan law students journeyed to 
Cambodia to do summer work unlike 
that found at most firms. The students 
worked at Legal Aid for Cambodia 
("LAC"), an organization based in the 
Cambodian capitol of Phnom Penh, and 
assisted local legal officials both in deal­
ing with clients and in actual trial prepa­
ration and strategy. 
This summer, LAC plans to host 
six interns from the United States, 
though probably only two will be from 
the University of Michigan. Professor 
Peter Hammer, the driving force behind 
Exam Tickets 
continued from p. 1 
and keep the other part of the ticket. 
During the exam, proctors would copy 
the numbers onto the grade sheet. The 
system was quite anonymous, accord­
ing to Ms. Castro, but there were a num­
ber of problems: handing out and col­
lecting the tickets took up a great deal 
of time at the beginning of each exam 
period; the numbers were difficult to 
replace if students lost them; and some­
times there were errors in the ticket 
numbers copied onto the grade sheets. 
In response to these problems, the 
faculty voted last spring to switch to a 
single-number system, where each stu­
dent was assigned a single ticket num­
ber to use on all of their exams through­
out law school. The single number sys­
tem was chosen because it was easier 
for students to remember one number 
and in case they forgot, the number 
could be brought up on the computer in 
the Records office-much easier than 
hunting through written records and 
paper tickets. The system was imple­
mented for the summer term with plans 
of long-term use. 
However, problems with the new 
system quickly became apparent. "The 
U of M's participation in this program, 
and a member of the LAC board, ex­
plains that LAC is seeking greater di­
versity among its student participants 
for 1997. 
Jason Blankenship, a participant in 
the program last year, gives the effort 
high marks. The three U of M students 
were all in their first year, and 
Blankenship noted that the degree of 
responsibility afforded to them while in 
Cambodia far outstripped what the typi­
cal 1L can expect during their first sum­
mer internship. The students were fre­
quently called on to speak directly with 
clients, and worked closely with United 
Nations personnel during investigations 
into human rights abuses. In addition, 
greatest concern was with preserving 
anonymity," says Ms. Castro. There 
were fears that the single numbers were 
too easy to discover by either students 
or faculty. "If you had the same pro­
fessor for a few classes, or if other stu­
dents knew which classes you were tak­
ing, there was just too much of a risk." 
So, about two weeks before finals 
in the fall, the faculty agreed to change 
the system again. Ms. Castro states that 
"we are committed to the anonymous 
grading system. The faculty wanted to 
make sure that students felt secure." 
Students were issued a list of random 
numbers, one for each exam. 
"Because of the last minute 
change," according to Ms. Castro, 
"there was some unfortunate confu­
sion." Some students did not see the 
notice of the change in The Docket, and 
did not pick up their numbers before 
exams. Others forgot to bring the sheet 
to the exam, or used the number they 
were issued for summer. Ms. Castro 
feels that some of these problems will 
clear up as "the system becomes more 
routine, and more people enter school 
who never knew the old system." 
One problem which may persist is 
that some students used their number 
for the wrong exam. "We still have to 
do some sleuth work," says Ms. Castro, 
the students were involved with prison 
reform, which demanded frequent trips 
to Cambodian jails in order to deliver 
needed supplies, such as medicine. 
Recent improvements in the Cam­
bodian political situation make pro­
grams like these possible. While prob­
ably best remembered in the United 
States for the passive role that it played 
as a haven for Vietcong forces in the 
Vietnam war, Cambodia has been be­
set by problems since the end of that 
conflict. After the U.S. pullout from 
Indochina in the early Seventies, the 
Khmer Rouge, under their despotic 
leader Pol Pot, seized power in Cam­
bodia. The Khmer Rouge, who pro-
Please see Cambodia, p. 5 
"but it is much easier than before." 
There are no current plans to change the 
system again, since the benefits of the 
new system far outweigh the problems: 
anonymity is preserved; grade sheets 
are always accurate since they are pre­
printed by the Records Office; and num­
bers are easily replaced if the sheet is 
lost. 
Now that grades are being posted, 
it's time to dig out that exam number 
sheet. If you have lost it or burned it in 
effigy with your outlines from last se­
mester, a new copy can be generated if 
you come to the Records Office with 
your student ID. 
Ticket numbers will be available 
earlier this semester; watch The Docket 
for announcements. Ms. Castro stresses 
the importance of reading The Docket 
for all registration information and no­
tices of deadlines. "We consider it our 
vehicle for conveying information to the 
students ." Ms. Castro welcomes stu­
dent feedback on the exam ticket sys­
tem or any other issue. "If there are 
any individual problems, I'm the one 
to tell about it." Ms. Castro can be 
reached through e-mail at lawrecords 
@umich.edu. After all, she says, "we 
are here as a service for the students." 
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Take the Nannes-Rorn Ckallenge '97 
Barbara Rom '72 (left) and John Nannes '73 (jar right) present checks to Janet Smith of Student 
Funded Fellowships and Kathleen Wilson of the Michigan Journal of International Law. These 
are just two of the many student organizations that received funds through the Nannes-Rom 
Challenge in 1996. 
You can designate Nannes-Rom dollars to your favorite student organization if you are a 
3L student. For more information about the Challenge, talk to the president or leader of 
your favorite student organization, call Nancy Biehn at 998-7969 x212, or pick up your 
designation card at the Records Office in Hutchins Hall. 
Cambodia 
continued from p. 4 
fessed to be communists, instituted one 
of the most tyrannical and bloody re­
gimes in modem history. A comprehen­
sive program designed to return Cam­
bodia to its agrarian roots resulted in 
the execution of a significant percent-
age of Cambodia's citizens, especially 
those seen by the Khmer Rouge as be­
ing either bourgeois or intellectual. An 
invasion and occupation by Vietnam­
ese forces in 1979 drove the Khmer 
Rouge from power, but they remained 
an effective and dangerous rebel force 
until the end of the occupation, in the 
U.M. law student Jason Blankenship delivers supplies and surveys prison 
conditions in Cambodia. 
early 90s. After the Vietnamese pullout, 
Cambodia held UN brokered elections. 
Though these elections were won by the 
Royalist party, the Vietnamese-backed 
communist party (FUNCIPEC) refused 
to cede power, and theUN brokered a 
compromise solution that resulted in a 
tense power-sharing arrangement be­
tween the two parties, which remains 
in effect today. FUNCIPEC has prom­
ised to honor the results of the next 
round of elections, scheduled for 1998. 
The stability of the fledgling democracy 
has convinced thousands of Khmer 
Rouge forces to defect, and it appears 
that the Khmer Rouge are no longer a 
mortal threat to the country. 
The years of civil war and occupa­
tion have resulted in a severely weak­
ened federal government. As a result, 
conditions in the country vary widely 
from province to province, depending 
to a large degree on the efficacy and 
focus of local governors. The state of 
the prisons clearly illustrates the wide 
gulf that exists between provinces: The 
Please see Cambodia, p. 9 
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0 p i n i o n  
Course Evaluation System Is Useless 
Strongly Agree Agree 
- C) 
Neutral 
C) 
Disagree Strongly Disagree 
C) C) 
At the end of every semester we are all (except those fortunate enough to 
be graduating) faced with the dilemma of choosing new courses for the coming 
term. We all scramble around checking the grade curves from the past terms 
and asking our friends if they particularly liked or disliked a professor. Then, 
after digesting all this information, we fill out our course selections. This pro­
cess is repeated the first day of classes after we decide we hate the schedule we 
chose. 
But is this the best way to get information? How many people do you 
know that had Professor Payton for Administrative Law, or Professor Clark for 
Evidence, odds are the sample is going to be pretty small. So what is the stu­
dent to do? Can the students peruse the past evaluations of the class to get a feel 
for what other students thought? Sort of. On reserve in the Records Office are 
the compiled statistics from the front side of the course evaluations. That's the 
MOST STUdENTS doN'T REALly CARE WHAT pAST 
CLASSES HAVE ANSWEREd TO "How INTERESTEd 
WERE you IN TAkiNG THIS CLAss?" THE IMpOR­
TANT INFORMATION IS ON THE bACk SidE OF THOSE 
EVALUATIONS ... WHICH NEVER REACH THE STUdENT. 
side with the circles to be filled in and the biting questions like, "How helpful 
was the book?" Most students don't really care what past classes have an­
swered to "How interested were you in taking this class?" The important infor­
mation is on the back side of those evaluations, which students aren't allowed 
to see. 
While keeping the back a secret may filter out the irrelevantly nasty com­
ments: "I hate his vests" and the comments specifically directed only for the 
eyes of the professor "Meet me at Rick's," the rule paints with too broad a 
brush. There are many important comments which never reach the student. 
Was the professor clear or confusing, animated or dull? What was the student's 
gut reaction of the class? These are the things students want to know, and most 
often, the RG believes, these are the things discussed on the back of the evalu­
ations. Therefore, as it is now, the students are not allowed to read the most 
relevant feedback which the past classes have given. 
There has to be a drastic change in the way course evaluations are run. The 
questions have to be redone to be more applicable to the law students and the 
answers have to be made fully available. The LSSS has supposedly been work­
ing on this problem, but it has yet to come to fruition. The RG is making a 
request to any interested motivated law student (Read: First Year) who wishes 
to revamp these evaluations. No experience need be necessary and the RG will 
help you throughout the whole process. So, if you think you fit that bill, e-mail 
the RG and let's get to work. Leave your legacy at the law school (hell, we'll 
even name the thing after you). 
Larry Flynt: 
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Worth it or Worthless? 
The New �merican tfero 
BY MARK J. BUTLER 
RG CoNTRIBUTING EDITOR 
The People v. Larry Flynt should be mandatory viewing for all Americans. For although the price of freedom is 
constant vigilance, we can all sleep a little easier knowing Larry Flynt, patron saint of free speech, is keeping watch for us! 
Hollywood's beautification of this great American is masterful in portraying this oft-maligned crusader as the champion of 
our nation's most precious legacy. While Flynt's primary occupation generates tens of millions of dollars peddling his 
wares by pandering to man's basest proclivities, his legal battles have tested and confirmed our nation's commitment to our 
most important constitutional right. 
Hollywood's embrace of Flynt is only logical. Men like Flynt have made it possible for movie makers, yellow 
journalists, political hatemongers and other assorted cretins to produce, publish and pronounce their vulgarities with impu­
nity. And while they have every right to do so, it comes at a high price-the coarsening of society. One would hope that 
such filth would not find enough receptive patrons . Unfortunately, man is by nature quite capable of unfathomable deprav­
ity. It is in plumbing the depths of man's depraved nature that Flynt and his ilk operate. 
In the film, Flynt's life is portrayed as nothing less than a modem Horatio Alger rags-to-riches success story; a de­
praved Forest Gump as it were. From humble beginnings, Flynt is the ever-industrious entrepreneur, intelligent enough to 
recognize an opportunity and courageous enough to act upon it. Not only a successful businessman, he is also quite an 
accomplished womanizer, bedding every woman that he employs at his original strip club. Perhaps his crowning accom­
plishment, bending society's most repressive and powerful institution to his own demented will. He was able to marry his 
one true love while sharing their marital bed with countless other women. He accomplishes all of this without having to pay 
one penny to the Church of Scientology, amazing! In fact, Flynt narrowly escapes a tragic end due to a misguided conver­
sion to Christianity. Only the liberating bullet of a would-be assassin was able to free Flynt from this insanity, costing him 
merely the use of his legs. 
Larry Flynt is Hollywood's real life tragic hero, but what of it? Mussolini made the trains run on time, but he was still 
a fascist thug. Larry Flynt's legal battles have helped define our First Amendment rights, but he is still a virulent scum bag! 
�nother Success for larry flynt 
BY MITCHELL KATZ 
RG CoNTRIBUTING EDITOR 
In 1996, the major Hollywood studios subjected unfortunate audiences nationwide to the likes of Striptease, Happy 
Gilmore, and Jingle All The Way-and let us not forget Black Sheep. That a film such as The People vs. Larry Flynt could 
have come out of the black pit of Hollywood is almost as remarkable as the life of the infamous pornographer that the film 
depicts. Director Milos Forman, director of Academy Award winners One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest and Amadeus, 
pulled off a powerful call for First Amendment absolutism and a touching love story-a combination one would not think 
screams success. Larry Flynt is proof that Hollywood can still deliver more than Demi Moore in pasties and g-strings and 
yet more ways for Chris Farley to get whacked in the head with large objects. 
The film chronicles the life of pornographic visionary and Hustler magazine founder Larry Flynt (Woody Harrelson), 
from his humble beginnings as a strip club owner in Ohio to the troubled multi-millionaire porn king he became. The end 
of the film covers the landmark 1987 Supreme Court obscenity decision, in which Flynt took his case for freedom of speech 
to the Court and received a unanimous verdict in his favor. The most fascinating part of the film, however, is the touching 
love story between Flynt and his wife, Althea. Tracy and Hepburn they are not, but Flynt and Althea are the movie couple 
of the year. 
Courtney Love completely steals the film with her powerhouse performance as the stripper Althea, Flynt's bisexual and 
sometimes drug-addicted spouse. Love brings humor and warmth to her character, and was suitably out-of-control repre­
senting Althea's downward spiral into drug addiction and AIDS. Don't cry for fellow pop divas turned thespians Whitney 
and Madonna, both of whom Love blows away with her amazing performance. The Academy should forget the stewardess 
Please see Flynt, p. 9 
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\Vhitntan 
Takes the 
Reins 
BY HEATHER BURROR 
RG CoNTRIBUTING BorroR 
What a start for the new semester! 
It's the first day of classes and your 
car gets broken into while it's waiting 
at the repair shop. No, this isn't the 
life of yet another poor Michigan law 
student. 
It's that of new Dean Chris 
Whitman, who has taken over for the 
departing Kent Syvereud as the Law 
School's Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs. 
Whitman has devoted much of her 
life to Michigan Law School. She holds 
three degrees from the University; in 
addition to her J.D., she also holds a 
B.A. in English and an M.A. in Chi­
nese Literature. While at the Law 
School, Whitman distinguished herself, 
WHI T MA N's p R I M A RY 
GOAL IS TO IMpROVE THE 
LAW SCHOOL ENVIRON� 
MENT FOR WOMEN ANd 
MINORITIES. 
serving as Editor-in-Chief of the Law 
Review and receiving an invitation to 
join the faculty upon completion of her 
final year. Before officially joining the 
faculty in 1976, Professor Whitman 
served as a law clerk to the Honorable 
Harold Leventhal of the Court of Ap­
peals for the District of Columbia and 
to the Honorable Lewis Powell, Jr. on 
the Supreme Court. 
As Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs, Whitman will respond to a va­
riety of challenges throughout her day. 
Her primary responsibility is to act as 
a deputy to the Dean and facilitate re­
lations between faculty and students. In 
addition, Dean Whitman is responsible 
for visiting faculty, supervising the jour­
nals, and for ongoing challenges such 
as allocating the limited Law School 
space among the many competing in­
terests and basement groups. Dean 
Whitman will continue to teach on a 
part-time basis and is teaching one 
course, Constitutional Litigation, this 
term. 
Dean Whitman's primary goal is to 
improve the law school environment for 
women and minorities. Having at­
tended the law school in the early 70s, 
Dean Whitman is acutely aware of the 
special challenges that face women and 
minorities when adapting to the law 
school environment. Although the 
school has made great strides in the past 
20 years, there is still room for improve­
ment. Dean Whitman is committed to 
making the stressful law school envi­
ronment as comfortable as possible for 
all students. + 
Syvereud 
continued from p. 2 
and the real potential to be a uniquely 
humane and stimulating place to study 
law." 
His reign as Dean begins in August, 
after he finishes the current semester as 
a visiting professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 
Vanderbilt University-having 
plucked one of Michigan's finest from 
our midst-is a small, private school in 
Nashville, Tennessee. It has only 540 
students, enjoys a fine reputation among 
academics, lawyers, and judges (top 
20), but particularly lacking in faculty 
resources. Vanderbilt's administration 
considered more than 100 law profes­
sors during their 18-month search be­
fore settling on Syvereud. Assistant 
Dean Don Welch of Vanderbilt Law 
School believes Syvereud will ''bring 
the talent and enthusiasm needed to 
move the school in the direction we 
want to go over the next decade." 
Vanderbilt first a pproached 
Syvereud in 1995, and again in Octo­
ber 1996. Syvereud visited the school 
several times, met with staff, adminis­
trators, and students, gave a presenta­
tion to the faculty, and even taught a 
Torts class. He accepted the position 
on December 20th. "Like Michigan, 
Vanderbilt needs to hire new faculty, and 
who they are will be crucial to this 
place," Syvereud said. But he adds that 
he has "no desire to work up the ladder 
to a higher-ranked school. I do have a 
desire to make the world recognize why 
Vanderbilt is the top of the ladder as a 
place to study law." 
What will he miss about Michigan? 
"I won't miss the layout of space within 
the Law School buildings. The archi­
tecture is truly beautiful, but it seems 
designed to keep people segregated as 
much as possible by rank and status. I 
will miss the friends that I have made 
here, and the sense that I have a long 
history of trust and cheer and working 
together." Professor Syvereud claims 
the student body is the most underrated 
aspect of Michigan Law School. "It 
never ceased to surprise me what indi­
vidual students at Michigan could ac­
complish if only given enough room and 
responsibility to try. I repeatedly un­
derestimated students because I was 
afraid they would fail - in conferences, 
journals, class participation, research 
papers, and so on - and now I wish I 
had let them fail more often as the price 
for making possible more of the remark­
able successes they pulled off." 
Dean Syvereud expects to be a Pro­
fessor at Vanderbilt much longer than a 
Dean; he wants to continue teaching 
Civil Procedure while serving in the ad­
ministration. He has a newly-published 
article in the UClA Law Review, and 
expects to continue writing during the 
summers. "I don't have any desire to 
pursue a permanent career in adminis­
tration at Vanderbilt or elsewhere." 
Syvereud promises to return to Ann 
Arbor in order to fund the monthly 
poker game with his colleagues and take 
his sons to one Michigan football game 
a year. Michigan Law School will la­
ment his most conspicuous absence. 
Cambodia 
contnued from p. 5 
best are comparable in conditions to 
facilities in the West, whereas the worst 
consist primarily of mud floors and ti­
ger cages. Political persecution still 
haunts the nation, and the military po­
lice are known to make arrests based 
on trumped-up charges technically out­
side their legal authority. Moreover, the 
military clearly still engages in various 
human rights violations, including mur­
der. In one instance observed by the stu­
dents, a military police prisoner was 
found hanged in his cell. The military 
police claimed suicide, but were unable 
to satisfactorily explain how a naked, 
5 '4" tall man could take his own life in 
a 4' jail cell with a pair of shoelaces. 
Despite this, the Cambodian govern­
ment seems determined to improve the 
legal standing of its nation. An inten­
sive effort is underway to overhaul the 
justice system, marked by the invitation 
Flynt 
continued from p. 7 
and riot-girrll assaulting, panty-less 
stage diving, and master of media his­
trionics Courtney of old, and hand her 
the Best Actress award that she deserves. 
Woody Harrelson more than re­
deems himself for Money Train with his 
dead-on performance as Flynt. 
Harrelson is great first as Flynt's shame­
less, anything-goes younger incarnation. 
He then gives an even better perfor­
mance after Flynt is paralyzed from the 
waist down by a would-be-assassin's 
bullets. Harrelson is simultaneously 
repulsive, hilarious, and sympathetic as 
the drug-addicted, mumbling, wheel­
chair-spinning wreck Flynt became. 
W hether arguing convincingly that 
crotch shots don't come close to ap­
proximating the obscenity of war, or 
hurling oranges and insults at a judge, 
Harrelson leaves you with no doubt that 
he's come a long way since Woody 
Boyd. 
This is definitely the year of Ed­
ward Norton, who portrays Flynt's 
young, suffering lawyer. He was also 
wonderful as the defendant in Primal 
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of American law students to assist in 
legal development. Blankenship ob­
served that the government and people 
were both sincere in their desire to 
bring about reform. Asked if he would 
go again, he replied: "In a heartbeat." 
The two 1997 student participants 
from U of M have not yet been cho­
sen, but Professor Hammer expects the 
competition to be stiff, based on the 
interest expressed so far. Unfortu­
nately, the charitable nature of this 
work means that the student volunteers 
will have to arrange for personal fi­
nancing. For those students who would 
like to help the Cambodian project but 
are unable to commit to a summer out 
of the country, Hammer notes that there 
are many things students can do on the 
domestic side this semester. Interested 
students should contact Susan Guindi. 
+ 
Fear, and he's received high marks for 
singing and romancing Drew 
Barrymore in Everybody Says I Love 
You. Norton is excellent as Flynt's law­
yer, who is forced to continuously de­
fend his offensive client for his shock­
ing magazines as well as his atrocious 
courtroom behavior. If only all of us 
can have as much fun in our legal ca­
reers ... 
One of the best things about the 
film is its inspired casting. Uber-lib­
eral James Carville shows up as a con­
servative anti-porn advocate. Donna 
Hanover, Mrs. Rudy Gulianni, is cast 
as President Carter's evangelist sister. 
Her short-lived religious conversion of 
Flynt results in a bizarre religious-porn 
stage of Hustler's history that the film 
hilariously depicts. Richard Paul, the 
actor playing Jerry Falwell, has got the 
religious leader's beautific/stupid 
smile dead on. The real Larry Flynt 
even shows up to play the judge who 
originally sentenced him. Looking like 
the wizards at Industrial Light & Magic 
STUDENT GROUPS: 
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The RG is proud to offer to all student 
groups discount advertising rates. 
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and efficiently. 
Advertise in the most widely-read yet 
least-respected publication in the Law 
School!!!!! 
No more pendaflexing the entire school!! 
No more taping signs on walls!! 
Advertising Rates are: 
Full Page: 
Half Page: 
Quarter Page: 
Eighth Page: 
$50.00 
$30.00 
$20.00 
$12.50 
For more information contact Mike 
Muczynski at: rg@umich.edu 
had accidentally planted J abba the Hutt 
in the movie, Flynt delivers arguably one 
of the worst performances in cinematic 
history. Still, his casting is the film's coy 
reminder that the film is the romanti­
cized, Hollywood version of these 
events. Message to Larry: don't quit 
your day job. 
If Larry Flynt has been criticized, it 
has been for the film's sanitized portrayal 
of Flynt and his work. After all, Hustler 
magazine often went beyond mere taste­
lessness. The infamous Hustler cover 
featuring a woman being fed into a 
meatgrinder is briefly noted. But what 
of other beyond-belief misogynistic cov­
ers, such as one in which a woman is 
seen strapped naked to the top of a sta­
tion wagon, like a bagged deer? Well, 
this is Hollywood. For those who want 
an unsanitized depiction of a pornogra­
pher, try Screwed, a new movie bio about 
Al Goldstein, the editor of Screw maga­
zine. That's a film for those who want 
their pornographers utterly grotesque 
and lacking charm. + 
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The Studies of 
Legal Lact 
By J"\aH Car-lin, 1-L 
Debu"t®�-�� 
u&:H:� ��\1£'UD©Wl 
Previously Legal Lad a.k.a. Matt 
Marquez O'Carollan confronted 
his feuding professors only to 
make a surprising discovery ... 
Identify 
yourself ,  my - · 
amphibiOUS ::--.,.� 
friend! 
. �-.<:::. ___,.-..,....::; 
g 
---· ·· 
I couldn't come up 
with a cool "LL • logo, 
so it's for "(Y)atf my 
name .. .Don't you two 
recognize me? I'm in 
your Con Law and 
Prooertu Classes. 
I am Learned 
F;n the Flying 
Fish .. .Legar 
Lad's trusted 
side-kick ... and 
lunch pail! 
/ 
/ 
Now I get it! / 
You recognized 
. me from my 
Lance 'o LawW'I 
Okay. Now, in the ..:- /�-Lf: / . 
immortal words of /�"/  
Rodney King ... 
·can't we all just 
get along?" 
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B & B's BS 
1997 q:lfW <tfflD'S CRfSOLUTIOnS 
Clarence Thomas- Use the Clinton v. Jones case as an opportunity to break with Justice Scalia for the first time 
ever and then immediately begin preparations for 2000 presidential election bid. 
Professor Stephen Croley - Enhance his stature as a Tom Cruise double by having all the students in his class sit 
on the floor, to give the illusion of height, just like in the movies. 
Professor Samuel Gross-Set the North American record for the most seating charts passed out in one class. 
Professor Roderick Hills -Studiously avoid all photographers so that B & B have no physical evidence to link 
him to his long-lost twin - Dilbert. 
Professor John Reed- retire, again. 
Faculty Search Committee - continue their stellar performance which results in treating Professor Reed like 
Michael Corleone (everytime he tries to get out they keep dragging him back in) and force him into service yet 
again, alongside a slew of visiting professors. 
Professor Heidi Feldman - devastate another first year class with the lowest curve in the law school and enjoy 
grading the further dwindling number of upper class students who take her electives. 
Professor James J. White- convince the administration to establish not being a Brown alumnus as a prerequisite 
for Commercial Transactions. 
Susan Kalb Weinberg - convince the administration to hire some business law professors so occasionally she 
will get students coming through her office who actually want to get jobs that pay. 
Professor Peter Hammer - continue in his role as the drill sergeant of the law school by taking fat, lazy law 
students to Cambodia and returning them as lean, mean, pro bono machines (in hand-made silk suits they bought for 
10 bucks). 
Associate Dean Christina Whitman- in the wake of her successful '96 resolution to try new things such as 
changing her Face Book picture for the first time since she started teaching here, try another first in '97 - agreeing 
with a tort decision in which the defendant won. 
Professor Yale Kamisar - dispense with the rhetoric and just go out and beat the living hell out of a cop. 
Skinny Rage - firmly believe that a flood in the desert must start with a single drop of rain. 
B & B - to start working on our BS page earlier than 2 hours before deadline. 
RG Ed. Jason Sanders- to get B & B to stop doing the BS page at all. 
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